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The American Political Science Association 

Section on Migration and Citizenship 
 

Minutes of the Business Meeting 2019 
 

Date:  Friday, August 30, 2019, 6:30-7:30 pm  

Location:  Mariott Wardman, Wilson A, Washington, DC 

Note taker: Abigail Fisher Williamson (section secretary) 

 

 

 

AGENDA  
 

I. Welcome 

II. Approval of Business Minutes from 2018 meeting 

III. Officer Reports 

IV. New Business 

V. Awards 

VI. Adjournment 

 

I. WELCOME 
Section co-presidents Sara Wallace Goodman and Elizabeth Cohen welcomed the 60 section members in 

attendance.  

 

II. APPROVAL OF BUSINESS MINUTES FROM 2018 MEETING 
The minutes of the 2018 business meeting (shared on the section website several months prior to the 

meeting) were approved unanimously by the present section members with no votes against and no 

abstentions.  

 

III. OFFICER REPORTS 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Gerasimos Tsourapas provided an update on the section’s finances, which are healthy. The section began 

the fiscal year on October 1, 2018 with $8,431. Following revenues of $2,795 in member dues, the 

section reached $11,226 by June 30, 2019. Since then, expenditures have totaled approximately $3,900, 

comprised of $1,500 for five pre-conference early career scholar travel grants and $2,400 for the 

section’s annual reception. To advertise and attract additional members, the section has earmarked 

roughly $175 for section stickers featuring our new logo for the 2020 annual meeting. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

Abby Fisher Williamson reported that the section continues to provide its syllabus as a resource to scholars 

and teachers of migration (https://connect.apsanet.org/s43/syllabus-bank/). She encouraged section 

members to submit updated and new syllabi. The syllabus bank contains 81 syllabi from the last five 

years, organized by topical category, with twenty new syllabi added in 2018-2019. An additional 41 

older syllabi reside in the bank’s archive, linked from the main page. 

 

Williamson also reported that the section had increased its social media presence in 2018-2019 through 

the efforts of our new social media coordinator, Rachel Torres. With Torres, the executive council 

agreed on a social media plan and guidelines, which Torres executed to excellent effect. Since the fall 

of 2018, our Twitter followers have more than quadrupled. Torres also designed the new section logo, 

https://connect.apsanet.org/s43/syllabus-bank/
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visible above. Our social media presence adds value to section membership by highlighting members’ 

scholarship and achievements. Torres will continue as social media coordinator in 2019-2020 and now 

also serves as an elected representative to the section’s council. Williamson recognized Torres’s 

contributions to the section with a card signed by the council.  

 
Newsletter Editors’ Report 

On behalf of herself and Ruxandra Paul, Fiona Barker reported that they had published one section 

newsletter in 2018-2019 and were in the midst of producing a second, which will showcase the section’s 

2019 annual meeting pre-conference. The editors encourage section members to send their ideas for 

newsletter content, and expressed interest in highlighting members’ research findings through accessible 

features such as policy briefs and op-eds. 

 

Program Chairs’ Report 

Section co-president Sara Wallace Goodman read the program chairs’ report from Amy Liu and Rahsaan 

Maxwell. The chairs reported: 

 
We received 16 full panel proposals (this includes author meets critics and a mini-conference). 

We accepted 14 of them and rejected one. We transferred one up to theme panels and it was 

accepted. 
 

We received 126 first round individual paper proposals. We ended up accepting 24 for panels 

and another nine for the poster session. 
 

In all, we had 29 panels (including poster session, author meets critics, and mini-conference). 

We cosponsored with the following sections/related groups: Religion and Politics; Human 

Rights; Southeast Asian Group (3); European Politics and Society (2); International History 
and Politics; and Urban and Local Politics (2). 

 

We accepted and created no manels. In fact, we made sure there was at least one female 
presenter on each created panel (as opposed to just one woman as a chair/discussant). At the 

end, after all the acceptances/declines rolled in, we ended up with one manel (although the 

woman originally on the proposal says she had to decline because of APSA participation rules 

but will still be there for the author meets critics panel). We also had one panel with just one 
female discussant. 

 

We ensured there was spread across institutions - not just in type but also in geographical 
location. We are excited to have presenters from every continent - minus Antarctica (alas, we 

did not have anyone propose studying the politics of penguin migration). 

 
Sara Wallace Goodman introduced Michael Paarlberg and Anna Boucher, who will serve as the 2020 

program chairs. Paarlberg reported that the chairs will be seeking a variety of proposals, including author-

meets-critics roundtables, and other creative formats. They encourage section members to submit full 

panels, which have higher acceptance rates, as well as to frame their proposal in relation to the annual 

meeting’s theme of Democracy, Difference, and Destabilization. The chairs will aim to prioritize broad 

diversity, including across career rank, in assembling the 2020 program. 

 

Co-presidents’ Report 

Co-presidents Sara Wallace Goodman and Elizabeth Cohen reported that the section had a great year, 

increasing its online presence, growing its membership, diversifying service in leadership positions across 

rank and institution, and laying the groundwork for future growth.  

 

Section membership: Membership currently stands at 387, up from 365 in 2018 and 345 in 2017. 
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Elections: In conjunction with the elections committee, we ran successful elections with 31% member 

participation (113 votes filed; exceeding the 10% quorum requirement in the section bylaws). 

 

Accomplishments:  

1. Social Media Presence: The new Social Media Coordinator increased visibility. Please follow on 

Twitter at @MigCitizenAPSA, and/or on the Facebook APSA Migration & Citizenship Section 

public group. 
 

2. Pre-Conference: The section held a pre-conference at George Mason University’s DC campus, 

spearheaded by council representative Justin Gest. The pre-conference was well attended by a 

diverse array of participants and featured talks aimed at helping migration scholars to navigate 

career trajectories and methodological challenges. 
 

3. Composition and Diversity: Migration and Citizenship is APSA’s third most diverse section in 

terms of gender, following Women & Politics and Human Rights. The section is 56% women, 

exceeding the APSA section average of 37%. In PS: Political Science and Politics, Goodman and 

Pepinsky (forthcoming) find that panels in 2017 and 2018 were reflective of this gender diversity. 

According to Reid and Curry (2019) also in PS, our section is also the second most 

racially/ethnically diverse at 40% non-white members, following only Race, Ethnicity, and Politics 

at 52%. Urban and Local Politics ranks third at 29%.  

 

Upcoming Section Updates 

1. New officers and board: Co-president Elizabeth Cohen introduced the incoming officers and board, 

who are listed here: https://connect.apsanet.org/s43/officers-and-bylaws/. Antje Ellermann 

(University of British Columbia) joins Cohen as co-president. Melanie Kolbe (Graduate Institute, 

Geneva) will serve as treasurer. Incoming council members are 

Ines Valdez (Ohio State University), Monica Varsanyi (John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 

CUNY), and Rachel Torres (University of Iowa). 

 

2. Reception sponsorship: Cohen reported that the section’s annual meeting reception is its most 

substantial expense. With this in mind, she is investigating options for reception sponsorship, 

including possibly partnering with a journal that has expressed some interest. 

 

3. Awards: In 2020, the best conference paper award will become the best graduate student 

conference paper award, with the goal of recognizing rising talent of early career scholars. 
 

4. By-law Change: In 2020, we will propose a by-law change that formalizes the secretary’s 

responsibility for social media, whether carried out directly or delegated to a coordinator. 

 

5. Pre-conference planning: The section hopes to build on the success of the 2019 pre-conference and 

welcomes proposals for planning the 2020 pre-conference in San Francisco. 

 

Goodman and Cohen closed by thanking the board members, and especially social media coordinator 

Rachel Torres, who substantially increased section visibility through branding, designing, and 

internet/meme savvy. They recognized and thanked the program co-chairs for a wonderful and 

thematically diverse program, and the newsletter editors for coordinating across many time zones to put 

out a stellar first issue. 

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
Goodman opened the floor to member comments.  

 

Rey Koslowski from the University of Albany reported that this year the United Nations would be 

examining implementation of its global compact on migration at a November Global Forum on Migration 

and Development in Quito, Ecuador. He encouraged section members interested in tracking the compact’s 

https://twitter.com/MigCitizenAPSA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/690358917841498/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ps-political-science-and-politics/article/gender-representation-and-strategies-for-panel-diversity-lessons-from-the-apsa-annual-meeting/38680F9E09C8760795230DE46FC6A777
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ps-political-science-and-politics/article/gender-representation-and-strategies-for-panel-diversity-lessons-from-the-apsa-annual-meeting/38680F9E09C8760795230DE46FC6A777
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ps-political-science-and-politics/article/are-we-there-yet-addressing-diversity-in-political-science-subfields/CCD4DF09901D8142A5F270A61F0DC5AE
https://connect.apsanet.org/s43/officers-and-bylaws/
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implementation to follow up with him. He further asked if he could represent the section at the forum in 

Quito. Justin Gest made a motion to recognize Koslowski to serve as the section’s delegate in Quito. The 

members present voted unanimously in favor. 

 

V. AWARDS 
 

Best Paper 

(Committee: Alex Street (Caroll College), Allan Colbern (Arizona State University), Floris Peters 

(Maastricht University)) 
 

Alex Street introduced the best paper award from the 2018 APSA annual meeting. Street reported that 

nearly all nominations (this year all but one nomination) come from self-nominations, but women and 

scholars from underrepresented groups are less likely to self-nominate. To address this disparity in self-

nominations, this year the committee sent emails to all presenters from the 2018 annual meeting, 

encouraging presenters to self-nominate their papers. This technique increased submissions substantially. 

The award and the honorable mention go to graduate student papers this year. As noted above, henceforth, 

the best paper award will specifically be targeted at graduate student papers to recognize the work of early 

career scholars. 

 

Winner: Mathilde Emeriau, “Learning to be Unbiased: Evidence from the French Asylum Office.” 

 

Honorable Mention: Alexander Kustov, “Borders of Compassion: International Migration and the 

Politics of Parochial Altruism.” 

 
Best Article 

(Committee: Margaret Peters (UCLA), Martin Heisler (University of Maryland, College Park), Dara 

Strolovitch (Princeton University)) 
 

Winner: Jeffrey D. Pugh. "Negotiating Identity and Belonging through the Invisibility Bargain: 

Colombian Forced Migrants in Ecuador." International Migration Review 52.4 (2018): 978-1010. 

 

Best Dissertation 
(Committee: Jonathan Laurence (Boston College), Noora Lori (Boston University), Myra Waterbury (Ohio 

University)) 
 

Winner: Stephanie Schwartz. 2018. “Homeward bound: Return Migration and Local Conflict after 

Civil War.” Department of Political Science, Columbia University. 

 

Best Book 
(Committee: Robert Ford (University of Manchester), Oxana Shevel (Tufts University), Rebecca Hamlin 

(University of Massachusetts)) 
 

Winner: Elizabeth Cohen. The Political Value of Time. Cambridge University Press, 2018. 

 

Honorable Mention: Anna Boucher and Justin Gest. Crossroads: Comparative Immigration 

Regimes in a World of Demographic Change. Cambridge University Press, 2018. 

 

Honorable Mention: Abigail Fisher Williamson. Welcoming New Americans? Local Governments 

and Immigrant Incorporation. University of Chicago Press, 2018. 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm followed by a reception at Mama Ayesha’s (1967 Calvert Street NW, 

Washington DC). 


