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CALL FOR PROPOSALS:  
APSA Centennial Center Teaching & Learning Symposium 

June 3-5, 2019 

Washington, DC 

 

 

Do you want to work with other faculty and instructors to create new teaching 

resources for your comparative politics course? 
 

The American Political Science Association’s (APSA) Centennial Center for Political Science and Public Affairs is 

pleased to announce a Call for Proposals for teacher-scholars interested in participating in a three-day teaching and 

learning symposium from June 3-5 at APSA’s headquarters in Washington, DC. APSA’s teaching symposia provide 

a workshop environment where people with similar passions and goals can come together to create new and exciting 

teaching resources for their courses. Led by Laura Seay (Colby College) and Julie George (Queens College and the 

Graduate Center, CUNY), the theme of this symposium is teaching comparative politics. 

 

Approximately 15 teacher-scholars will be invited to take part in the symposium, which will focus on sharing and 

developing teaching resources related to comparative politics. During the first two days of the program, participants 

present on a roundtable, which will either emphasize pedagogical techniques/teaching resources or 

thematic/substantive topics. (Approaches vetted through systematic study—the Scholarship of Teaching and 

Learning (SoTL)—are encouraged but not required.) Participants for the substantive roundtables will present “state 

of the discipline” talks about emerging or updated issues and areas in comparative politics today, listed below. 

 

• The case study method and research design 

• Discrimination and oppression 

• Studying the US as a comparative case 

• Political violence 

• Transitions to authoritarianism and democracy 

• Religion and politics 

• Gender politics (including LGBTQ rights) 

• Migration 

• Transnationalism 

• Any other emerging topic or issue related to 

comparative politics 

 

The third day of the symposium is dedicated to team-based collaborations developing NEW resources to innovate 

the classroom—e.g. in-class exercises, simulations and games, social media projects—focused on emerging areas, 

topics, and/or skills related to comparative politics. 

 

Following the symposium, the resultant teaching resources will be disseminated through APSA’s teaching and 

learning program. In addition, participants who present on substantive issues related to comparative politics will be 

invited to publish a state of the discipline summary in the Journal of Political Science Education. Symposium 

participants will come away from the event with new insights into teaching and research in their area, with concrete 

teaching resources that they can use in their own courses, and with a new network of colleagues equally dedicated to 

teaching comparative politics courses. 

 

Applicants should have experience teaching a comparative politics course to undergraduates. We encourage 

applications from faculty at all stages of their careers, from a range of institutions, including universities and two- 

and four-year colleges. Advanced graduate students are encouraged to apply. 

 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: April 26, 2019.  

 

Proposals should be submitted online here and include: 

• Recent CV, including detailed information on teaching experience 

• An indication of whether you prefer to present on a specific teaching resource or an emerging or updated 

issue related to comparative politics (or either)  

• 250-word abstract summarizing the resource or topic you plan to present at the symposium 

• 250-word description of your motivation and goals for participating in the symposium 

• Brief description of your institution and how comparative politics fits into your department’s curriculum. 

 

Successful applicants will be notified by the beginning of May. Course registration fees ($85) may be paid online in 

advance of the workshop. Need-based travel grants are available. For more information, see our FAQs and/or contact 

teaching@apsanet.org.  
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