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MINUTES 
 

Legislative Studies Section 
American Political Science Association 

 
Annual Business Meeting 

August 30, 2019 
Washington, DC 

 
 
Call to order 
Section chair Wendy Schiller called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.  

 
Approval of minutes 
Wendy Schiller brought to the floor consideration of the minutes from the Legislative Studies 
Section meeting at the 2018 APSA Annual meeting. The section unanimously approved the 
minutes. 
 
Budget overview 
Section treasurer Jim Curry provided an overview of the budget. The section’s fund balance has 
increased steadily each year over the last four years despite increased expenditures over that 
same period. Most of the section’s expenditures are on subsidized subscriptions to LSQ for 
section members. Most of the rest of the expenditures are on the annual business meeting, 
reception, and section awards. 
 
Proposal to create small travel grant awards for APSA annual meetings 
Wendy Schiller proposed the creation of small travel grants to help individuals attend the APSA 
annual meeting: $1,000 total each year. Grants would be available to graduate students and 
junior faculty who need assistance attending the annual meeting. The proposal was approved 
unanimously by the section. 
 
Announcement of a new partnership on parliamentary democracies 
David C.W. Parker announce the creation of a new partnership on parliamentary democracies. 
He also announced that Political Studies Association conference is in Edinburgh in April 2020. 
He will forward an announcement to the section. 
 
Announcement of a new Program on Legislative Negotiation 
Frances Lee announced the creation of new Program on Legislative Negotiation (PLN) at 
American University and supported by the Hewlett Foundation’s Madison Initiative. The 
purpose of the program is investing in rigorous research to understand and improve American 
legislative negotiation. In 2020, the PLN will award 5-10 grants (between $10,000-$20,000 each) 
to political scientists, legal scholars, and scholars of negotiation whose research stands to impact 
the field significantly, both theoretically and practically. Proposals must be 3,000 words or less 
and are due Oct. 31, 2019. Grants will be awarded in February 2020.  
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Announcement of the publication of the Selected Works of David Mayhew 
Wendy Schiller and John Dearborn announced the publication of the Selected Works of David 
Mayhew, which is now hosted online (https://works.bepress.com/david-mayhew/).  
 
Announcements regarding Legislative Studies Quarterly 
Wendy Schiller announced that LSQ and the LSS will publish an online list of data archives 
related to legislative studies in the near future. Brian Crisp provided an update on Legislative 
Studies Quarterly. He noted that the journal’s impact factor is up for fifth year in a row. He also 
noted that the review process has become quicker. He implored section members to submit their 
papers. 
 
Efforts to expand diversity in the Legislative Studies Section 
Gisela Sin provided an overview of recent efforts made to expand gender diversity in the 
membership of the legislative studies section. The LSS has one of the lowest percentages of 
female members among the APSA organized sections: 22%. However, efforts over the last year 
have resulted in a doubling of the number of women presenting research at the annual meeting in 
legislative studies between 2018 and 2019. The last edition of the section newsletter focused on 
women in the discipline. Additionally, a survey has been distributed to help us better understand 
who is doing research in legislative studies, and what causes them to join or not join the LSS. 
She asked that recipients of the survey to please answer it. 
 
Approval of new section officers 
New officers to the section were nominated and approved unanimously. The tenure for these 
officers begins immediately after the business meeting adjourns. They are: 

Section Chair: Sebastian Saiegh (UCSD) 
Secretary-Treasurer: Gisela Sin (University of Illinois)  
Members at Large: 

Leslie Schwindt-Bayer (Rice University) 
Eleanor Powell (University of Wisconsin-Madison)  
Tiffany Barnes (University of Kentucky)  

Newsletter Editor: Tiffany Barnes (University of Kentucky)  
APSA2020 Co-Chairs: Eduardo Aleman (University of Houston) and Anthony Madonna 
(University of Georgia) 

 
Presentation of section awards 
The section’s annual awards were presented. 
 
The Richard F. Fenno, Jr. Prize for the best book in legislative studies was awarded to C. 
Lawrence Evans (University of William & Mary), for The Whips: Building Party Coalitions in 
Congress (University of Michigan Press, 2018). Award Committee: Sarah Binder (chair), George 
Washington University and the Brookings Institution; David C.W. Parker, Montana State 
University; Michael Minta, University of Minnesota. 
 
The Carl Albert Dissertation Award for best doctoral dissertation in the area of legislative studies 
was awarded to Nara Park of Yonsei University for The Nature of Japanese Governance: Seikai-
Tensin (政界転身)’s Political Success in Postwar Japan, 1947-2014 (University of Chicago, 
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2018). Award Committee: Alison W. Craig (chair), University of Texas at Austin; Melinda 
Ritchie, University of California at Riverside; Wendy Schiller, Brown University. 
 
The Jewell-Loewenberg Award for the best article in Legislative Studies Quarterly in 2018 was 
awarded to Adam Zelizer of the Harris School of Public Policy at the University of Chicago for 
“How Responsive are Legislators to Policy Information: Evidence from a Field Experiment in a 
State Legislature,” published in Legislative Studies Quarterly, Vol. 43, Issue 4. Award 
Committee: Sarah Anzia (co-chair), University of California at Berkeley; Terry Moe (co-chair), 
Stanford University; Jennifer Garcia, Oberlin College. 
 
The Alan Rosenthal Prize for best book or article in legislative studies published by a junior 
scholar that has potential value to legislative practitioners was awarded to Kristin Wylie of James 
Madison University, for Party Institutionalization and Women’s Representation in Democratic 
Brazil (Cambridge University Press, 2018). Award Committee: Ruth Bloch Rubin (chair), 
University of Chicago; Domingo Morell, Rutgers University-Newark; Charles Shipan, 
University of Michigan. 
 
The CQ Press Award for the best paper on legislative studies presented at the 2018 annual 
meeting was awarded to Andreu Cases (NYU), Matthew J. Denny (Facebook), and John 
Wilkerson (University of Washington) for “More Effective Than We Thought: Accounting for 
legislative Hitchhikers Reveals a More Inclusive and Productive Lawmaking Process.” Award 
Committee: Olle Folke (co-chair), Uppsala University; Johanna Rickne (co-chair), Stockholm 
University; Emily Schilling, University of Tennessee at Knoxville. 
 
The Emerging Scholar award, recognizing junior scholars who have informed the study of 
legislative politics through innovative and rigorous scholarship, was award Molly Reynolds of 
the Brookings Institution. Award Committee: Tiffany Barnes (co-chair), University of Kentucky; 
Justin Kirkland (co-chair), University of Virginia; Christian Grose, University of Southern 
California. 
 
The Barbara Sinclair Legacy Award, honoring the work of a scholar who has contributed a 
lifetime of significant scholarship to the study of legislative politics, was awarded jointly to John 
Aldrich and David W. Rohde, both of Duke University. Award Committee: Tracy Sulkin (chair), 
University of Illinois; John Wilkerson, University of Washington; Nate Monroe, University of 
California at Merced. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


